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SRAR MEMBERSHIP RULES 

A. FORMS OF MEMBERSHIP

The Association provides the following forms of membership, as described in Bylaws,

Article V.

1. REALTOR®

2. Affiliate

3. Institute Affiliate

4. Honorary (REALTOR®)

B. APPLICATION FEES

Application fees are set by the SRAR Board of Directors and are due at time of

application.  Said fees are non-refundable should the applicant withdraw or fail to

complete application requirements for any reason.  Application fees will be refunded

should the applicant be refused membership or not qualify in accordance with

Association Bylaws and these rules.

C. DUES

Dues are charged per Article IX of the Bylaws.

(See section H. for explanation of dues charged at time of application.)

D. STATE AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Upon being approved for membership in the Association, applicants automatically

become members of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® (NAR) and the

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® (C.A.R.) by virtue of the SRAR

being a Member Association of same.

E. RULES APPLICATION

The following rules shall apply to all Members and Membership Applicants.  Wherever

the term REALTOR® is used, it signifies applicants or members.

F. APPLICATION

Applicants for membership are required to submit a completed SRAR application form.

Applicants for membership shall agree to abide by the Association Bylaws; Membership

Rules; the Code of Ethics; and Constitution and Bylaws of the National Association of

REALTORS® (NAR) and all future amendments thereto.

G. APPROVAL OF APPLICANT

1. Until other provision is made by the Board of Directors, the Membership department

shall process all applications for Membership.

2. Applicants shall supply, upon request, evidence satisfactory that applicant meets the

requirements as described in NAR’s 10-point Membership Qualification Criteria.

Applicant consents that the Association, through its Membership department or

otherwise, may invite and receive information and comment about applicant from any
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member or other person and that the applicant agrees that any information or 

comment furnished to the Association shall be conclusively deemed to be privileged 

information and not the basis for slander, libel or defamation. 

3. The Membership department shall determine if class of membership sought conforms 
to Bylaws.

4. The applicant shall satisfactorily complete the New Member Orientation Program 
provided by the Association.  Applicant will be given 30 days from application to 
complete the New Member Orientation Program.  If an applicant has completed the 
New Member Orientation Program within the previous 12 months from date of 
application, New Member Orientation need not be repeated.

5. The applicant shall complete an orientation program on the Code of Ethics, meeting 
the minimum criteria established by NAR for new member ethics training. This 
requirement does not apply to applicants for REALTOR® membership Association, 
provided that REALTOR® membership has been continuous, or that any break in 
membership is for one year or less. Failure to satisfy this requirement within 30 days 
of the date of application will result in denial of the membership application or 
termination of membership.

6. If a member submits a written objection to the approval of any applicant, the 
following steps will be taken:

a. Upon receipt of a complaint, staff shall acknowledge receipt by sending a copy of 
the complaint to the applicant and a copy of NAR's 10-point Membership 
Qualification Criteria to both parties.  Staff then reviews the complaint to see if it 
falls within the purview of the 10-point criteria.

b. Upon finding that the complaint is within the purview of the 10-point criteria, the 
Board of Directors will review the matter.

c. AftAt the request of the applicant, a hearing shall be held before a panel of 

three members of the Board of Directors, at which the objection(s) shall be 

considered.  The applicant shall have the right to call witnesses, to present 

evidence both oral and documentary, and be represented by counsel.  The 

proceedings shall be recorded.

d. The Board of Directors shall review the recommendations of the three 
member panel and vote thereon.  If the Board of Directors determines that 

the applicant shall be disapproved, the reasons therefore shall be recorded.

H. APPLICANT DUES

1. REALTOR®, Affiliate

That portion of local Association dues retained by the Association for REALTOR®,

and Affiliate applicants shall be prorated from the beginning of the current calendar

month to the end of the year.  For subsequent years, that portion of local Association

dues retained by the Association shall be paid annually in advance.
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A member who has been dropped from the Association for non-payment of dues may 

seek reinstatement.  Reinstatement will be granted upon payment of the Association’s 

application fee, fees for the CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® as 

required, and payment of the balance of dues to the SRAR to the end of the calendar 

year.  If an applicant has completed the New Member Orientation Program within the 

previous 12 months from date of application, New Member Orientation need not be 

repeated. 

 

2. C.A.R. Allocations 

a. REALTOR® 

That portion of local Association dues necessary to enable the Association to meet 

its dues obligations to C.A.R./NAR for REALTOR® applicants shall be prorated 

from the first day of the month in which the member is notified of election 

through the end of the calendar year. 

 

b. Affiliate  

That portion of local Association dues necessary to enable the Association to meet 

its dues obligations to C.A.R. (if the affiliate chooses to join C.A.R) for Affiliate 

applicants shall be prorated from the beginning of the current calendar month to 

the end of the year.  For subsequent years, that portion of local Association dues 

necessary to enable the Association to meet its dues obligation to C.A.R. (if the 

Affiliate chooses to join C.A.R.) shall be paid annually in advance. 

 

3. NAR Allocations 

All Members 

Dues Payable.  Dues for all members shall be payable annually in advance of the first 

business day in January and are considered late if not paid by the second business day 

in January.  Dues shall be computed from the first day of the month in which a 

Member is notified of election and shall be prorated for the remainder of the year. 

 

4. DUES ARE NOT REFUNDABLE 

 

5. NO RECORD OF OFFICIAL SANCTIONS involving unprofessional conduct is 

intended to mean that the Association may only consider judgments within the past 

three (3) years of violations of (1) civil rights laws, (2) real estate license laws, (3) or 

other laws prohibiting unprofessional conduct against the applicant rendered by the 

courts or other lawful authorities and (4) findings of violations of the REALTORS® 

Code of Ethics resulting in suspension or expulsion from any Member Association in 

which applicant is or was a member. 

 

6. NO RECENT OR PENDING BANKRUPTCY is intended to mean that the 

applicant or any real estate firm in which the applicant is a sole proprietor, general 

partner or corporate officer is not involved in any pending bankruptcy or insolvency 
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proceedings or, has not been adjudged bankrupt in the past three (3) years.  If a 

bankruptcy proceeding as described above exists, membership may not be rejected 

unless the Association establishes that its interests and those of its members and the 

public could not be adequately protected by requiring that a bankrupt applicant pay 

cash in advance for Association and MLS fees for up to one (1) year from the date 

that membership is approved or from the date that the applicant is discharged from 

bankruptcy (whichever is later).  In the event that an existing member initiates 

bankruptcy proceedings, the member may be placed on a "cash basis" from the date 

that bankruptcy is initiated until one (1) year from the date that the member has been 

discharged from bankruptcy, unless that action does not adequately protect the 

interests of the Association or its members, in which case other appropriate action 

may be taken. 

 

I. APPLICANT SERVICE 

1. REALTOR® applicants shall be eligible for Association services, including lockbox 

access service (if a MLS member, excluding appraiser participation), upon payment 

of application fees, as per Section H of these Rules, and New Member Orientation to 

meet Code of Ethics requirement.  Lockbox access service is a service available to 

MLS members.  Failure to attend orientation shall result in suspension of services, 

including lockbox access service. 

 

2. Affiliate 

 

a. Services 

Affiliate applicants shall be eligible for benefits due upon payment of application 

fees to the Association and C.A.R., (if the affiliate chooses to join C.A.R.) and 

dues as per Section H of these Rules.  A list of such benefits shall be provided 

upon request. 

 

 

J. MEMBERSHIP IMPLEMENTATION 

1. Applicants shall be considered to have become members of the Association as of the 

date of making application and paying all appropriate fees subject to the approval of 

the Board of Directors. 

 

2. Applicants shall be subject to all Association Rules and Regulations, including the 

Code of Ethics, as of the date of making application and payment of all appropriate 

fees. 

 

K. RETURN OF FEES 

1. Failure to complete the required Association New Member Orientation Program 

within 30 days of said application date shall constitute automatic cancellation of 

application without privilege of having application fees refunded. 

 

2. In the event of disapproval of application by the Association, all fees collected at the 

time of application shall be refunded in full. 
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L. SECONDARY MEMBER PROVISIONS 

Secondary REALTOR® members shall not be required to pay that portion of local 

Association dues necessary to enable the Association to meet its dues obligations to 

C.A.R./NAR, nor shall they be charged dues times the number of salespersons employed 

or affiliated with them.  Lockbox access a service of the MLS.  Secondary REALTORS® 

are responsible to assure that their Associates are not receiving Association services 

unless they join the Association. 

 

M. HONORARY MEMBERS 

  An Honorary Member shall have been a member in good standing for a minimum of 

twenty-five (25) total years and have reached the age of seventy-five (75) and who is 

currently licensed and a member in good standing. REALTOR® Honorary Members 

shall not be required to pay that portion of local Association dues retained by the 

Association. However, if such Honorary Member wishes to use Association services, 

he/she shall be required to pay all applicable fees, and shall continue to be termed a 

REALTOR® and receive State and National Association services, then such member 

shall inform the Association, in writing, and continue to pay to the Association that 

portion of local Association dues necessary to enable the Association to meet its dues 

obligations to C.A.R./N.A.R. Past Presidents of C.A.R. are considered Honorary 

Members. 

  

N. SUSPENSION 

a. Suspension of membership constitutes loss of right to use the term REALTOR® 

in any fashion; loss of all services and benefits of SRAR, C.A.R. and NAR. 

 

 

2. Due to Suspension of REALTOR®-Salesperson 

 

When a REALTOR®-Salesperson is suspended, their Responsible REALTOR® shall 

be notified of such action and said Responsible REALTOR® shall be responsible for 

enforcement of Bylaws, Rules and Regulations in denial of all such services as 

specified by the Hearing Panel of suspended members. 

 

3. Due to Suspension or Revocation – See Article V., Section 11 a, b and c of the 

Bylaws. 

 

4. Right to Notice and Hearing Before Suspension or Expulsion 

 

Before any member is suspended or expelled, or otherwise terminated pursuant to the 

Bylaws or pursuant to any rules adopted in accordance with the Bylaws, the member 

involved shall be notified, in writing, at least 15 days prior to the suspension, 

expulsion or termination and the reasons therefore; and, in addition, such member 

shall be afforded a hearing not less than 5 days before the effective date of the 

suspension, expulsion or termination, before an officer or body authorized to decide 

that the proposed suspension, expulsion or termination not take place.  At such 

hearing, the member will be afforded those rights provided in Section G.6(c) above. 
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O. REALTOR® CHANGES 

1. Firm Address Change 

 

The Association's Firm Address Change Form must be completed by the Responsible 

REALTOR® only when the firm address is changed.  This form must be submitted 

not less than 7 days after the address change.  A list of licensees relocating to the new 

address must be submitted on the form.  A REALTOR® Severance Form must be 

submitted for each REALTOR® who does not relocate. 

 

2. Individual REALTOR® Address Change 

 

The Association's Individual REALTOR® Address Change Form must be completed 

and submitted to the Association within 7 days of a REALTORS® relocation from 

one firm to another firm or relocation from one office to another office of the same 

firm. 

 

3. New Branch Offices Utilizing Association Services 

 

The Association’s New Branch Office Form must be completed and submitted to the 

Association within 7 days of opening the branch office. 

 

4. Firm Name Change 

 

The Association’s Firm Name Change Form must be completed and submitted to the 

Association within 7 days of the firm name change.  This form does not apply to firm 

address changes. 

 

P. REALTOR® AFFILIATION CHANGES 

1. Severance 

 

The Association’s severance form refers to REALTOR® applicants and REALTOR® 

members only (both Resident and Non-Resident).  The Responsible REALTOR® 

shall notify the Association not later than 7 days of a REALTOR® severance from 

said Responsible REALTOR®'s firm on the Association's Severance Form.   

 

REALTORS® who are severed at the end of the calendar year are required to be 

affiliated with a Responsible REALTOR® member in order to receive a dues billing 

for the following year.   

 

 

2. Reaffiliation 

 

The Association's Reaffiliation Form applies to REALTOR® applicants and 

REALTOR® members only.  The Responsible REALTOR® shall notify the 

Association within 7 days of a REALTOR® applicant's or REALTOR® member's 

reaffiliation with said Responsible REALTOR®'s firm on the above mentioned form 

accompanied by the reaffiliation fee. 
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However, in the event that the reaffiliation is caused by expulsion, death or 

dissolution of business by the licensee’s previous Responsible REALTOR®, the fee 

shall be waived.   

 

3. Intra-Office Transfer 

 

The Association Intra-Office Transfer Form applies to REALTOR® applicants and 

REALTOR® members only.  When a REALTOR® applicant or REALTOR® 

member transfers from one branch office to another branch office within the same 

firm, the Responsible REALTOR® shall notify the Association within 7 days of such 

transfer on the above mentioned form. 

 

4. Dropped from Membership for Non-Payment of Dues 

 

a. Upon receipt of notification from the Association that a sales associate is dropped 

from Membership for non-payment of dues, the RESPONSIBLE REALTOR® is 

required to do one of the following: 

 

1) Sever the delinquent member by sending a severance form to the 

Association's office. 

2) Verify that the sales associate has paid his/her dues. 

3) In the event that any sales associate does not elect to pay his/her dues, the 

said RESPONSIBLE REALTOR® is responsible for registering the sales 

associate as a "Non member salesperson" and must pay the equivalent of 

dues for each delinquent "Non member salesperson". 

 

Q. REQUIREMENT TO NOTIFY ASSOCIATION OF AFFILIATION OF NEW 

SALES ASSOCIATES 

RESPONSIBLE REALTOR® members are required to notify the Association when 

accepting the affiliation of a new sales associate.  Such notification must be submitted 

within 7 days of affiliation.  In this context, sales associate may be either a real estate 

licensed salesperson or broker.   In the event that the new sales associate of a Responsible 

REALTOR® does not elect to apply for membership in the Association within 7 days of 

affiliation with the Responsible REALTOR®, said REALTOR® shall be responsible for 

registering the sales associate as a “Non member salesperson" in accordance with the 

Bylaws (Article IX, Section 2). 

 

R. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Leaves of Absence shall not be granted. 

 

S. RESIGNATIONS 

All requests for resignation from the Association must be in writing. The resignation shall 

become effective only upon processing by the Membership department.  Ordinarily, a 

resignation will not be accepted until completion of any pending disciplinary or 

arbitration matters, and upon the satisfactory termination or transfer of all obligations 
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pursuant to the rules governing the MLS, including, but not limited to, provisions for the 

reaffiliation or termination of Associates. 
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